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mind, and he had decided to support the claims of the
Duke's natural successors. France, too, was in favour
of Charles Philip's heirs, and Frederick William was
informed that he would, after all, have no right to take
possession of these territories after the Duke's death.
Frederick William refused to accept this sudden
change of plans; if the situation made it absolutely
imperative he was willing to make practical use of his
cherished soldiers. If Charles had been able to win
England and Holland as allies, he would once more
have called together his pitiful little army and have
declared war. France, however, wanting to avoid a
general European conflagration, negotiated secretly with
Frederick William, hoping to appease him. Before the
matter was settled, and fortunately for Charles, Frederick
William died in 1740, and for the moment the Austro-
Prussian quarrel did not come to an open breach. As
Frederick was known as a literary, flute-playing youth,
who had no interest in military affairs, Charles was not
worried about the future.
In the summer of 1740 Charles was frequently urged
by his advisers to allow Francis to be elected as King
of the Romans. The " King of the Romans " was the
appointed successor of the Holy Roman Emperor. But
fantastic as this may seem, Charles, who was then fifty-
six, had not yet abandoned his hope for a son who would
inherit his imperial honours. His wife was suffering
from acute attacks of dropsy, and her condition was
considered serious, which now gave Charles reason to
believe that he might, one day, marry again and have
sons of his own. He refused even to consider the
candidature of Francis as King of the Romans. " Could
the Emperor have prevailed on himself/' a contemporary
wrote after Charles's death, "to have completed faif:

